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Lending for community gain 

Ecology specialises in lending for properties and projects which help promote sustainable 
communities and lifestyles and minimise environmental impact. We provide tailored, 
flexible mortgage products and the support of an experienced team to work with you if you 
have a sustainable project that benefits the community. 

 Charities, voluntary organisations and community groups have a vital role to play in 
protecting the environment and building sustainable communities. As part of our 
programme of lending, we are proud to support a wide range of organisations that deliver 
services to support and regenerate communities, while minimising impact on the 
environment and sharing in our vision of building a greener society.  
 

Who and what do we support? 

Our lending for community gain mortgages support charities, voluntary organisations and 
community groups with sustainable aims. You may achieve this in a number of ways, such 
as: 

 PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn  oorr  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  ooff  llooccaall  hheerriittaaggee,,  tthhee  bbuuiilltt  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  aanndd  nnaattuurraall  
ssppaacceess  

 TTaacckklliinngg  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  eetthhiiccaall  vvaalluueess,,  ssuucchh  aass  hhoommeelleessssnneessss,,  ffuueell  ppoovveerrttyy  aanndd  
bbrriinnggiinngg  eemmppttyy  hhoommeess  bbaacckk  iinnttoo  uussee  

 PPrroovviiddiinngg  sseerrvviicceess  tthhaatt  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  aanndd  ssttrreennggtthheenn  llooccaall  eeccoonnoommiieess  aanndd  
ccoommmmuunniittiieess,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy--oowwnneedd  sshhooppss,,  ppoosstt  ooffffiicceess  aanndd  ootthheerr  mmuuttuuaallllyy  
oowwnneedd  llooccaall  aammeenniittiieess    

 CCrreeaattiinngg  aaffffoorrddaabbllee  hhoouussiinngg  ttoo  mmeeeett  llooccaall  nneeeeddss  
 CCaammppaaiiggnniinngg  aanndd  lloobbbbyyiinngg  ffoorr  cchhaannggee  iinn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  aanndd  eetthhiiccaall  vvaalluueess      
 PPrroovviiddiinngg  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  aanndd  rreesseeaarrcchh  sseerrvviicceess  tthhaatt  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  bbaassee  oonn  

ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  iissssuueess..  

We don’t have a “tick box” approach to assessing your project – if we can see an 
environmental or social benefit and your property can be valued and mortgaged, we’ll 
consider lending.       

We take a balanced view of the social and ecological merits of each case. We do not 
necessarily require your property to meet high ecological standards to lend, although 
naturally we encourage improvement, especially where there are evident low cost 
opportunities to better the energy rating of your property.  

If you are intending to build or undertake renovation or conversion work as part of your 
plans, we will expect the measures you propose to meet our ecological criteria via the use of 
energy efficient measures and sustainable materials.   

For more details on some of the eco-friendly materials and energy efficient measures we do 
encourage, please see our What we lend on leaflet. 

Please note that we don’t provide loans for the start up of new organisations and we need to 
see your last three years’ business accounts. 
 

Key features 
Our mortgages for community gain are generally available on a repayment basis, where each 
monthly payment includes the interest and a proportion of the capital sum borrowed. This 
means your debt gradually decreases year by year. An initial interest-only period may be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 



 WWee  ccaallccuullaattee  iinntteerreesstt  oonn  aa  ddaaiillyy  bbaassiiss,,  rreedduucciinngg  tthhee  oovveerraallll  lliiffeettiimmee  ccoosstt  ooff  yyoouurr
bboorrrroowwiinngg

 WWee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  eeaacchh  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  iinnddiivviidduuaallllyy  aanndd  wwiillll  vviissiitt  yyoouu  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  yyoouurr  pprroojjeecctt  oonn
ssiittee

 MMoorrttggaaggee  tteerrmmss  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffrroomm  1100  yyeeaarrss  uupp  ttoo  3300  yyeeaarrss
 YYoouu  ccaann  bboorrrrooww  uupp  ttoo  8800%%  ooff  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy''ss  vvaalluuee
 WWee  wwiillll  ccoonnssiiddeerr  lleennddiinngg  ffuunnddss  uupp  ffrroonntt  oonn  llaanndd  oorr  tthhee  uunniimmpprroovveedd  vvaalluuee  ooff  aa  bbuuiillddiinngg

wwiitthh  oouuttlliinnee  ppllaannnniinngg  ccoonnsseenntt..

Contact 

For more details of our current terms for mortgages for community gain borrowers, please 
refer to our Current commercial rates and charges leaflet.  

TThhiiss  pprroodduucctt  iiss  nnoott  rreegguullaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  FFiinnaanncciiaall  CCoonndduucctt  AAuutthhoorriittyy..  

Because we take an individual approach to every mortgage, we like to discuss your project 
with you before you make a formal application, to make sure it fits our criteria and to answer 
any questions you have. 

You can contact our Business Development Team on 0011553355  665500  777700, or you can email us at 
mmoorrttggaaggeess@@eeccoollooggyy..ccoo..uukk  or write to the Society. When you get in touch with us, it's helpful 
if you can provide us with some basic information about your project:  

 WWhhaatt  yyoouu  wwaanntt  ttoo  ddoo
 HHooww  mmuucchh  yyoouu''llll  nneeeedd  ttoo  bboorrrrooww
 HHooww  yyoouu  iinntteenndd  ttoo  ffiinnaannccee  iitt..

commbizlending@ecology.co.uk or write to the Society. When you get in touch with us, it's 
helpful if you can provide us with some basic information about your project:


